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CHAPTER. I.

The Subject — Origin of Tryon County — Name Changed to Montgomery — Extent
and Boundaries — Counties Formed Directly From Montgomery — Districts and Towns
Organized — Description of the County — Physical Features and Principal Water
Courses— Geological Formation.

Q LL hail Montgomery County ! Yes, all hail the scene round which
/ \ cluster such thri l l ing memories, and happy will the historian be
if his researches reflect additional honor upon such a storied territory
—one indeed which originally included a third of the entire state. And
now, reader, let us look at some of the more prominent historic facts.

In 1772, three years before the outbreak of the Revolution, the
legislature of New York divided the original county of Albany, creat-
ing two additional counties, one of which was called Tryon, in honor of
William Tryon, the British governor of the province. What an im-
mense county it was ! embracing all the territory of the state which lay
west of the Delaware river and a line extending thence north through
Schoharie county, and along the east line of Montgomery, Fulton and
Hamilton (as now existing), and thence direct to Canada. Governor
Tryon became so offensive to the victorious Americans in the Mohawk
valley that, in 1784, the name was changed to Montgomery, in honor
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of the patriotic American general who fell in the attempt to capture
Quebec. In 1788 the boundaries of the then existing counties of the
state were accurately defined, and Montgomery county was made to
include all the territory of the state west of Ulster, Albany, Washington
and Clinton counties.

The first territorial reduction of old Montgomery was made in 1789
when Ontario was erected, including within its boundaries all that part
of the state west of Seneca Lake and amounting in the aggregate to
more than two million acres. In 1791 Montgomery was again reduced
in area by the creation of Hamilton, Herkimer, Otsego and Tioga coun-
ties, leaving only the territory which it now includes with that of Fulton
county. Hamilton, however, was restored to the mother county in
1797, but it was again set off in 1816. In 1838 Fulton county was
erected and included within its boundaries more than one-half the ter-
ritory which then remained to Montgomery county. In this manner
old Montgomery has been reduced from an original area of about eight
million acres (roughly estimated) to its present 289,040 acres, or 436
square miles.

Soon after the creation of Tryon county (March 24, 1772), its inhab-
ited territory was divided into five provisional districts, for the purpose
of government, namely : Mohawk, Canajoharie, Palatine, German Flats
and Kingsland. The sixth district of the county—old England—in-
cluding lands west of the Susquehanna river, was formed April 3, 1775.
On March 9, 1780, that part of the Mohawk district lying north of the
river was set off under the name of Caughnawaga. In 1788 this district
was formed into a township and included all of the county lying north
of the Mohawk and east of a line extending from the Nose to Canada.
Five years later (1793) this town was divided and Amsterdam, May-
field, Broadalbin and Johnstown were organized from its territory. When
this division took place, the old name (Caughnawaga) was limited to
that ancient village which forms a part of Fonda.

Canajohaiie, both as a district and town, has been preserved in name
since its original iormation in 1772. In 1788 this district became a
town, but its territory has since in part been taken in the creation of
other towns—Minden in 1798, and an addition in 1849, and a part of
Root in 1823.
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TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOGRAPHY. I'*'-

Palatine was at first a district called Stone Arabia. This was in I772 r

but in 1775 the name was changed to Palatine. It embraced all the
territory between the " Little Falls" and the Nose, and extended from
the Mohawk to Canada. The towns of Salisbury, Stratford, Oppen-
heim, and Ephratah have been formed, in whole or in part, from the
original Palatine.

Mohawk district originally included all the territory between the
eastern boundary of Tryon county and a north and south l ine crossing
the river at Anthony's Nose, and extending north and south between
these lines as far as the limits of the county. _ Caughnawaga, north of
the river, was taken from this vast tract in 1788 and subdivided, as has
been stated, in 1793. The present town of Mohawk was formed from
Johnstown in 1837, while Johnstown itself was originally a part of
Caughnawaga, and the latter was a part of the still, older district of
Mohawk.

Charleston and Florida were both formed from lands of the old
Mohawk district by an act passed March 12, 1793.

Glen was formed from Charleston April 10, 1823. Minden was taken
from Canajoharie March 22, 1798. Danube (Herkimer county) was
taken from Minden in 1817. Root was formed from Canajoharie and
Charleston, January 27, 1823, and St. Johnsville from Oppenheim,
April 18, 1838, but it is a part of the old Palatine district.

Having thus briefly mentioned the gradual method by which Mont-
gomery county (as at present constituted), and its several towns were
brought into existence, we may now appropriately give a general topo-
graphical and geographical description.

Montgomery is bounded on the north by Fulton county ; east by
Schenectady and Saratoga ; south by Schenectady, Schoharie and Ot-
sego ; and west by Herkimer. It lies on both sides of the Mohawk,
centrally distant from Albany about forty miles, and contains 436
square miles. The general range of highlands which forms the con-
necting link between the northern spurs of the Alleghany mountains on
the south, and the Adirondacks on the north, extends through the
county in a northeast and southwest direction. • The Mohawk cuts-
through the upland and forms a valley one to two miles in width, and
skirted by hills from one hundred to five hundred feet in height. The
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valleys of the several tributaries of the Mohawk extend several miles
into the highland districts at nearly right angles with the river. The
hills bordering upon the latter generally rise in gradual slopes, and from
their summits the country spreads out into an undulating upland, with
a general inclination toward the river, into which every part of the
county is drained. The principal tributaries of the Mohawk are the
East Canada, Garoga, Cayadutta Chuctenunda creeks, and Eva's Kill,
on the north, and Cowilliga, Schoharie, Auries, Flat, Canajoharie and
Otsquaga creeks on the south. The highest point of land in the county
is said to be Bean Hill, in Florida, and is estimated at 700 feet above
tide. The lowest point is the bed of the Mohawk, on the east line of
the county about 260 feet above tide.

Gneiss, the only primary rock in the county, is found in patches, its
principal locality being near the Nose, on the river. Resting directly
upon this are heavy masses of calciferous sandstone, appearing most
frequently on the north side of the Mohawk and trending northward
into Fulton county. This rock is occasionally found to contain in its
cavities quartz and nodules of anthracite coal, which has led to vain ex-
penditures in mining for coal. Near Spraker's Basin traces of lead have
been found. Above the sandstone and next to it are the Black River
and Trenton limestone, not important as surface rocks, but furnishing
valuable quarries of building stone. The slates and shales of the Hud-
son river group extend along the south border of the county, and are
found in a few places north of the river. Drift and bowlders abound in
various places. The soil along the river consists of alluvial deposits of
deep, rich, vegetable mould, and upon the uplands it is mostly a highly
productive, sandy and gravelly loam. The lands of the county gener-
ally are well adapted to agricultural pursuits; while dairying and the
raising of spring grains and broom corn have been especially remuner-
ative.


