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CHAPTER IV.

The French and Indian Wars — Causes Leading to Them — English and French
Jealousies — Failure of Lord de Courcelles Expedition against the Mohawks — Corlear
Saves the French from Destruction — Iroquois Seek a Peace — French Treachery —
The Peace of Breda — War Renewed — Iroquois ask English Protection — Invasion of
Canada— Schenectady Destroyed —The Mohawks shew Friendship — English Colonies
Aroused to Action — Services of John and Peter Schuyler — Frontenac Invades the Mo-
hawk Country — The Castles Captured— Treaty of Ryswick — Peace Again Restored.

I—JROM the death of Champlain until the end of the French dominion
in America, the friendship established by that great explorer between

his own people and the northern Indians was unbroken, while at the
same time it led to the unyielding hostility of the Iroquois, and espe-
cially of the Mohawks, for the latter were the first to suffer a fearful ex-
perience of the destructive power of European firearms. If truces and
formal treaties were made between these antagonistic elements, they
were brief in duration and of little general effect. The Jesuit fathers
labored zealously, but they made no permanent progress in winning the
affections of any of the Five Nations. Accepting the English view of
their influence, they unsettled the savage mind and led to such compli-
cations as to require from the provincial authorities of New York, in
1700, an unjustifiable law inflicting the death penalty on every Romish
priest that should come voluntarily into the province; but even this
severe measure did not entirely terminate their work. After the acces-
sion of the English, the peaceful relations held with the Iroquois by the
Dutch were continued, but strife and jealousy incessantly embroiled the
English and ultimately led to a terrible war, which lasted until 1763
(with brief intervals of peace), and delayed for many years the settle-
ment of the Mohawk valley.

The causes which led to the protracted contentions between the
French and the Iroquois Indians are clear and distinct. They began
with the unwarranted invasion of Champlain and his allied savages of
the Mohawk region, which engendered an hostility that eventually cost
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hundreds of lives in battle, together with the ruthless slaughter of an
equal or greater number who were innocent of warlike intent. The real
struggle of the period, known as the French and Indian war, began soon
after the conquest of the New Netherlands by the English, and ended
only with the extinction of the French power in Canada, but it is only
of the series of the conflicts called in history by that title that the pres-
ent chapter is designed to treat.

In the hope of avenging past injuries and to put an end to future
invasions, the people of New France resolved, in 1665, to send against
the Mohawks a force that should not return until their enemies should
be swept from the face of the earth, but it was not until the month of
January, 1666, that Lord de Courcelles, with a force of less than six hun-
dred men, started on this expedition. It was his purpose to destroy
the Mohawk nation, and therefore the route of travel was through the
valley of Lake Champlain, but the severity of the winter was so great
that the invading force, being reduced to distress, was obliged to aban-
don the enterprise. The Mohawks and Oneidas, becoming aware of the
projected invasion and of the straits in which the invaders were placed,
determined upon vengeance, and were only restrained through the po-
tent influence of Arent Van Corlear, one of the settlers at Schenectady,
whose urgent intercessions turned the avengers from their purpose and
saved the defenceless Frenchmen from destruction.

The magnitude of De Courcelles's expedition, although it resulted in
no disaster to the Mohawks, prompted the Iroquois to sue for peace,
and a treaty with the French power was concluded in May, June and
July, 1666, by the Mohawks, Oneidas and Senecas. During the treaty
negotiations, however, the Mohawks committed an outrage on the Fort
St. Anne garrison, and this led the governor of Canada (M. de Tracy),
to chastise the offending tribe. In the following September he invaded
the Mohawk country ; the villages and crops were destroyed, and the
natives only found refuge in flight. In July, 1667, however, the peace
of Breda, between Holland, England and France, was signed, and this
denned the boundaries of possessions of each power in America, and
for a time maintained a peace with the Iroquois, but it was of short du-
ration, for in 1669 we find the French and Iroquois again at war. In
April, 1672, a change in the administration in Canada was made, fol-
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lowed by another peace, concluded in 1673, which was maintained for
about eleven years, but in 1684 another rupture took place.

At this time M. de la Barre was governor of Canada and New France
and Colonel Dongan governor of New York. The former led an inef-
fectual expedition against the Senecas, but was soon superseded by
Marquis de Nonville, the latter bearing special instructions from his sov-
ereign to preserve peace with the Indians This he found impossible,
and he therefore planned a powerful expedition into the Iroquois coun-
try in 1687, destroying numerous villages and all the growing crops,
while the Indians fled before the approaching enemy and sought pro-
tection of the governor of New York. This was promised, with advice
that no peace be again concluded with the French. De Nonville, how-
ever, called a council of the Iroquois chiefs and sachems with the view
of piece, but treachery on the part of the French commander so enraged
the whole confederacy that in July, 1689, they made a descent upon
Montreal, burned and destroyed property, massacred men, women and
children, and returned with twenty-six prisoners, most of whom were
burned at the stake.

The French colony was now in a pitiable condition, but an unex-
pected and welcome change was at hand. The divided counsels of the
English colonists, growing out of the revolution in the mother country,
by which William, Prince of Orange, was placed on the throne, gave a
new aspect to affairs. The Count de Frontenac was again appointed
governor of New France (May 21, 1689), and arrived in October. He
made an earnest effort to negotiate a peace with the Iroquois, but fail-
ing, determined to terrify them into neutrality. For this purpose he
fitted out three expeditions, one against New York, one against Con-
necticut, and the third against other parts of New England.

The first and principal expedition was directed against Schenectady,
which was sacked and burned on the night of February 8 and 9,
1690. A band of French and Indians, after a tedious march along the
course of West Canada creek and Mohawk, fell upon the doomed and
unprotected village. But two houses were spared, also fifty or sixty old
men, women and children, and about twenty Mohawks. This was done
as it is said, " in order to show them " (the Mohawks) " that it was the
English and not they against whom the grudge was entertained." The
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French made a rapid but disastrous retreat, suffering from the winter's
severity and also from the harassing pursuit of their maddened enemies.
This and other assaults at exposed points so disheartened the people
at Albany that they resolved to retire to New York; and their course
was altered only by a delegation of the Mohawks l which reproached
them for their torpidity, urging them to a courageous defence of their
homes. This heroic conduct of the Mohawks awakens admiration.
Notwithstanding French intrigues and Jesuitical influence,combined with
the exasperating apathy of the English, who appeared willing to sacri-
fice their savage, yet in this instance noble allies, they adhered to their
early allegiance.

Repeated invasions by the French and Indians at last awakened the
English colonists to the conviction that they must more thoroughly
unite in their efforts against the enemies. A convention was accord-
ingly held in New York in 1690, constituted of delegates from Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and New York, at which it was resolved to com-
bine their strength for the subjugation of Canada. The first named
province engaged to equip a fleet and attack the French possessions by
water, while the other two should combine their forces and assault Mon-
treal and the forts upon the Sorel river. Through lack of efficient or-
ganization, and the failure of expected supplies, the expedition was
abandoned. During the same year, however, John Schuyler, grand-
father of Philip Schuyler of Revolutionary fame, having organized a
band of about one hundred and twenty " Christians and Indians," made
an incursion into the French possessions and destroyed much property,
as well as routing and killing the inhabitants oi the villages; and in the
summer of 1691, Major Peter Schuyler led an expedition into the same
region, among his forces being eighty Mohawk warriors.

The Iroquois continued their incursions against the French and were,
perhaps, more dreaded by the latter than were the English. The peo-
ple of New France were prevented from properly tilling their lands, and
when crops were grown they were frequently destroyed by the invaders.
The fur trade,2 in which the French were actively engaged, was also nearly

1 Annals of Tryon County, appendix, Note A.
2 It is interesting in this connection to note the prices which ruled in the Indian trade at Fort

Orange (Albany) and Montreal in 1689:
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ruined by the Iroquois, who took possession of the passes between them
and their western allies, and cut off the traders.

These forays exasperated Count de Frontenac to such a degree that
he determined, if possible, to bring them to a final close. He therefore
planned an expedition against the Mohawks to be executed in the mid-
winter of 1693, and he made his preparations with the greatest secrecy.
Having collected a force of nearly seven hundred French and Indians,
he cautiously though rapidly passed Lake Champlain on the ice, de-
scended into the Mohawk country, and surprised and captured three of
their castles,1 meeting with resistance only at the last, and retreated
with about three hundred prisoners.

Major Peter Schuyler, ever the firm friend of the Mohawks, hastily
gathered a party of Albany militia and Indians, five hundred in number,
and started in pursuit with such activity that the'fugutives in their haste
suffered greatly for food, being compelled, as it is said, " to eat the
leather of their shoes." They escaped, however, with a loss of eighty
killed and thirty-three wounded. In 1695 another strong force of
French and Indians invaded the Onondaga territory, and although by
far the most formidable invasion the Iroquois had thus far suffered, it
was almost fruitless in other results than the destruction of villages and
crops.

The treaty of Ryswick was concluded in September, 1697, but while
it established peace between the French and English, it practically left
unsettled the status of the Iroquois. The French insisted on the pro-
tection of their own Indian allies, but were unwilling to include the Iro-

The Indian pays for at Fort Orange, at Montreal.
Eight pounds of powder One Beaver Four Beavers
AGun._ ._. _ Two Three
40 pounds of lead One Four
Blanket of red cloth _ One Two
Four shirts One Two
Six pairs of stockings One Two
Six quarts of Ruin One Six

It is a rather amusing indication of the prevalent mode of dealing with the foolish natives, that
while a gun could be purchased for three beavers, it required six to buy a gallon and a half of rum .

' The three Mohawk castles, so called,-captured by the French, were situated on the scuth side
of the Mohawk river; the lower or eastern being at Icanderago, afterwards called Fort Hunter,
near the junction of the Mohawk and Schoharie rivers, while the central or Canajoharie castle (as
then called) stood on the hill at the east end o£ Fort Plain (called by the Indians Ta-ragh-jo-roes,
signifying hill of health), and the third or western castle was in what is now the town of Danube..
—Schoharie County History, page 26.
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quois, and even made preparations to attack them with their whole force.
The English, on the other hand, as strenuously claimed the same terms
for their allies, and Earl Bellomont informed Count de Frontenac that
he would resist any attack on the Iroquois with the entire force of his
government. This terminated «the threats of the enemy.

Peace being thus established (although the old rivalries continued to
smoulder) the English left nothing undone to strengthen and render
enduring the friendship between themselves and the Iroquois. Liberal
presents were distributed among the chiefs, and five of them were taken
by Peter Schuyler to London, that they might become impressed with
the greatness and strength of the government to which they were allied.
All this, however, did not prevent the Iroquois from making peace with
the French in September, 1700, and notwithstanding the additional fact
that they had, less than a month previously, ceded to Great Britain
their hunting grounds in which they had (to quote the conveyance)
" subdued the old inhabitants, a thousand miles west of the Niagara, all
around the lakes."

On the accession of Anne to the British throne as successor to King
William, in March, 1702, what has been known as Queen Anne's war
was soon begun, in which Marlboro won great fame. It continued until
the treaty of Utrecht,l April II, 1713, but though felt in the colonies,
New York fortunately escaped its bloody consequences.

1 This treaty " secured the Protestant succession to the British throne; also the separation of
the French and Spanish crowns, the destruction of Dunkirk, the enlargement of British colonies in
America, and a full satisfaction from France of the claims of the allied kingdoms, Britain, Holland
and Germany "

Fortunately the Five Nations had made a treaty of neutrality (Aug. 4,1701) with the French in
Canada, and thus became an impassable barrier against the savages from the St. Lawrence.
—Lossing,


